
 Curriculum Policy 

Our Vision 

We are a school where every child, irrespective of their past or present 
circumstances, has the opportunity to develop the confidence and skills they need to 
achieve in society and the workplace, whatever their strengths. We are proud of our 
Welsh heritage and language. We foster responsibility for our local and global 
community. 
 
Our Values 

• We are respectful 

• We are friendly, kind and caring 

• We are positive, talented and determined 

• We are independent and confident   
 
We are a Restorative School 
Our school uses’ Restorative Approaches’. The Circle Time approach in Maerdy 
ensures that a range of themes relating to building positive relationships are taught 
and that all pupils have opportunity to express their thoughts and views with a range 
of other children and adults. They are encouraged to mix groups and to form 
relationships with other pupils in their class. Arguments are resolved using a whole 
school approach – 
 

• What happened? 

• What did you think? 

• How did you feel? 

• Who was affected? 

• What do you need now? 

• How can we move forward? 
 
We are a Rights Respecting School 
In 1991 our Government signed up to the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC). In signing the Convention, the 54 articles laid 
down have become enshrined in UK law. The Convention applies to 
everyone. 
At Maerdy Community Primary School we aim to work within the spirit as well as the 
letter of the Convention and our school policies and home-school agreement is 
based around these rights and responsibilities. At Maerdy Community Primary 
School we work together so that the rights of the child are ensured and their 
responsibilities are clear. 

 

Maerdy Community Primary School Curriculum 

Maerdy Community Primary School is a very special place, where pupils come from 

a range of backgrounds and have varying experiences. We are a school serving a 

community with considerable derivation. In addition we have a fair number of looked 

after children. Many of our children’s primary need is their social and emotional 



development. In addition our pupils live in a community where aspiration and 

expectation for many is relatively low. Unemployment is high and many children live 

in homes where there are third generation of unemployment. On the other hand we 

have a significant number of children from working and professional homes where 

aspiration and expectation is high. Many of our children’s speech and language is 

delayed on entry to school. 

Our curriculum meets the requirements of Curriculum 2008, Skills Framework and 

Literacy and Numeracy Framework. Our curriculum, however, needed to reflect the 

backgrounds of our pupils in order to address the impact of deprivation. The Maerdy 

Community School brand was to build a curriculum with a very strong literacy and 

numeracy base which taught skills in very small sequential steps. The children’s 

progress along these steps would be measured every eight weeks and provision 

altered to reflect the progress of these pupils. In addition, the children, particularly 

FSM boys, needed to be excited by a curriculum which had memorable experiences; 

took the children out of their community to see new places and meet new people and 

deepen their thinking. We also wanted children to develop entrepreneurship, 

developing ambition, work cooperatively with others, developing creativity and 

organisational skills.  

To help us achieve the above we use the following schemes. Our curriculum delivery 

is built around strong assessment, therefore, we are not driven by these schemes 

but use them to support the delivery of the curriculum. 

• Success For All 

• Big Cat Reading 

• Big Maths 

• Abacus Evolve 

• Numicon 

• New Cornerstones 

• Newport Science Scheme 

• CSC Welsh Scheme of work 

• Enterprise Troopers 

• PE hub 

• Switched on Computing ICT scheme 

Literacy and Numeracy Framework 
 
The LNF is first and foremost a curriculum planning tool that supports all teachers to 
embed numeracy and literacy in their teaching of the curriculum.  

Current curriculum planning has been adapted to support cross curricular planning 
using the LNF and tasks are set that aim to introduce, consolidate, apply and make 
progress in specific numeracy and literacy skills.  

Although the LNF identifies age-appropriate numeracy and literacy skills, planning 
will need to take into account the different abilities of the pupils.  



The development of skills should be progressive with each skill, having been taught 
in language or mathematics lessons, then practised and consolidated elsewhere as 
required by the skill itself or the individual child.  
 

Developing thinking 
Learners develop their thinking across the curriculum through the processes of 
planning, developing and reflecting. 
Developing communication 
Learners develop their communication skills across the curriculum through the skills 
of oracy, reading, writing and wider communication 
 
Developing ICT 
Learners develop their ICT skills across the curriculum by finding, developing, 
creating and presenting information and ideas and by using a wide range of 
equipment and software. 
 
 
LEARNING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM 
 
Wherever possible, the school will allow all pupils the opportunity to explore learning 
activities within, and promote their knowledge and understanding of Wales, their 
personal and social development and well-being. 
 
Curriculum Cymreig 
Learners aged 7–14 should be given opportunities to develop and apply knowledge 
and understanding of the cultural, economic, environmental, historical and linguistic 
characteristics of Wales. 
 
Personal and Social Education and Education for Sustainable Development 
and Global Citizenship 
Learners should be given opportunities to promote their health and emotional 
wellbeing and moral and spiritual development; to become active citizens and 
promote sustainable development and global citizenship; and to prepare for lifelong 
learning. 
ESDGC will also be embedded meaningfully and relevantly across the whole school 
curriculum, addressing the explicit references made to it in the National Curriculum 
and Foundation Phase Framework, Common Requirements and Key Skills. The 
aims and the seven themes of the school’s provision for ESDGC are explained in the 
school’s separate ESDGC policy.  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
It is the responsibility of all staff and pupils to be aware of possible Health and Safety 
issues in relation to all curriculum areas. Pupils will be encouraged to develop 
positive attitudes to the safety of themselves and others whilst they are using subject 
specific tools and equipment. 
 
FOUNDATION PHASE 
As set out in the Foundation Phase 'Framework for Children's Learning,' Seven 
Areas of Learning have been identified to describe an appropriate curriculum for 3 to 



7-year-olds that supports the development of children and their skills. They must 
complement each other and work together to provide a cross-curricular approach to 
form a practical relevant curriculum. 
They should not be approached in isolation. Emphasis is placed on developing 
children’s skills across the Areas of Learning, to provide a suitable and integrated 
approach for young children’s learning both indoors and in the outdoor environment. 
The seven Areas of Learning are: 
• Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity 
• Language, Literacy and Communication Skills 
• Mathematical Development 
• Welsh Language Development 
• Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
• Physical Development 
• Creative Development. 
Pupils also follow a locally agreed RE syllabus. 
For further details, see the school’s Foundation Phase Policy. 
 
ADDITIONAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
 
All children have access to a broad, balanced curriculum. Provision for children with 
SEN is the responsibility of the class teacher, support staff and SEN Coordinator, as 
appropriate, using a variety of suitable strategies and equipment. For further details, 
see the school’s SEN Policy. 
 
MORE ABLE AND TALENTED 
 
We acknowledge that there are a wide range of learning styles. We offer 
opportunities for children to learn in a style that best suits them. We encourage more 
able and talented children to take responsibility for their own learning and to be 
involved in evaluating and reflecting upon their learning. 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 
All children are given the opportunity to access all aspects of the curriculum, 
regardless of gender, religion, ability, ethnic or home background. For further details, 
see the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy. 

 
English Policy Statement 
 
Foundation Phase (From Framework for Children’s Learning aged 3-7) 
Children are immersed in language experiences and activities. Their skills develop 
through talking, signing/communicating and listening. They should be encouraged to 
communicate their needs, feelings and thoughts, retell experiences and discuss 
individual and group play. Some children will communicate by means other than 
speech. Children refer to their intentions by asking questions, voicing/expressing 
opinions and making choices through a variety of media and by building on previous 
experiences. They should be encouraged to listen and respond to others, to the 
variety of life experiences that their peers bring to the learning environment, and to a 
range of stimuli, including audio-visual material and ICT interactive software. Partner 
work plays a major role in the development of speaking and listening skills – if a 



question is worth asking then it’s worth everyone answering. Pupils should have 
opportunities to choose and use reading materials, understand the conventions of 
print and books and be given a wide range of opportunities to enjoy mark-making 
and 
writing experiences. This is done during focused learning activities and in the 
enhanced provision available in the indoor and outdoor environment. The main 
delivery for teaching reading, writing and oracy skills is through Read Write Inc 
lessons. RWI is a synthetic phonic approach where pupils are systematically taught 
letter sounds. Pupils are regularly assessed and grouped according to the stage of 
their development rather than their age. They should be helped to develop an 
awareness of Wales as a country with two languages, and to show positive attitudes 
to speakers of languages other than Welsh and English. Language skills learned in 
one language should support the development of knowledge and skills in another 
language. 
Key Stage 2 (From Curriculum 2008) 
At Key Stage 2 learners build on the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired 
during the Foundation Phase. Progress is achieved through the RWI Phonics, RWI 
Comprehension Plus, Fresh Start and First Steps Programmes of speaking, 
listening, 
reading and writing. Learners are presented with experiences and opportunities that 
interrelate the requirements of the Skills and Range sections of the programmes of 
study. They become confident, coherent and engaging speakers, working as 
individuals and as members of a group. Their experiences will include opportunities 
to take part in drama and role-play activities. They develop as active and responsive 
listeners in a wide range of situations. Throughout the key stage, they experience a 
progressively wide range of demanding texts, for enjoyment and information, so that 
they can develop into fluent and effective readers. They become competent writers, 
writing clearly and coherently in a range of forms and for a range of purposes. They 
acquire a growing understanding of the need to adapt their speech and writing to suit 
purpose and audience. They work with increasing accuracy and become reflective 
and evaluative in relation to their own and others’ achievements. 
Skills across the curriculum 
In English, learners explore, plan, develop and reflect on ideas through speech, 
reading and writing, responding to their own work as well as that of others. They 
analyse, structure and organise their work; use language creatively; use errors and 
unexpected outcomes to develop their learning; use their knowledge about language 
to explain and predict; describe links and similarities in language; identify patterns 
and formulate rules; discuss their language learning and evaluate their success. 
Learners communicate through speaking, listening, reading and writing, developing 
these skills through appraisal of their own work and that of others. In doing so, they 
learn how to communicate effectively for a range of purposes and with a range of 
audiences. They deal with extended and increasingly complex language in order to 
develop as independent and confident users. Their communication skills in 
Welsh/English support and enhance the development of skills in other languages. 
Learners also develop their ICT skills by communicating and sharing information, 
and by using technology to research, develop and present their work. 
In English, learners develop skills in the application of number through activities 
which include number rhymes, ordering events in time, gathering information in a 
variety of ways, including questionnaires; accessing, selecting, recording and 
presenting data in a variety of formats. 



ESDGC 
Within English there are opportunities to explore aspects of all the themes. ESDGC 
provides a rich learning context for the development and application of many English 
skills. For example distinguishing between fact and opinion, bias and objectivity in 
what children read/view. 
 
Success For All 
 

There are 4 main parts to the programme. Curiosity Corner and Kinder Corner adopt 
an integrated approach throughout the school day. Roots and Wings groups are 
taught for 90 minutes every day.  
 

Curiosity Corner – This programme provides young children with an experimental 
and child-central curriculum, which gives them the necessary foundation for success. 
Curiosity Corner has an integrated approach and has been written to meet all of the 
requirements of the Foundation Phase and Early Learning goals. It consists of 36 
weekly thematic units.   

 

Kinder Corner - This programme uses the same approach as Curiosity Corner but 
is based on 16 two-week thematic units.  

 

SFA Roots Programme. This begins in year 1 and gives children the building blocks 
to become successful readers and writers. Using a systematic, synthetic phonics 
programme, children gain confidence in their ability to apply their knowledge to the 
reading process. Roots groups are taught by teachers and teaching assistants. 

 

SFA Wings Programme exposes children to carefully selected literature covering all 
the different genres to develop their skills as effective readers and writers. The aim 
of the Wings programme is that by the end of year 6 children have a love of reading 
and are able to question and clarify their understanding of any text. Wings groups 
are taught by teachers and HLTAs. 

Maths Policy Statement 
Foundation Phase (From Framework for Children’s Learning aged 3-7) 
During the Foundation Phase, children develop their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of mathematics through oral, practical and play activities. They enjoy 
using and applying mathematics in practical tasks, in real-life problems, and within 
mathematics itself. They use a variety of ICT resources as tools for exploring 
number, for obtaining real-life data and for presenting their findings. 
Much of their work will be oral. They develop their use and understanding of 
mathematical language in context, through communicating/talking about their work. 
They ask and respond to questions, and explore alternative ideas. They use 
appropriate mathematical language to explain their thinking and the methods they 
use to support the development of their reasoning. They develop a range of flexible 
methods for working mentally with number, in order to solve problems from a variety 
of contexts, checking their answers in different ways, moving on to using more 
formal 
methods of working and recording when they are developmentally ready. They 



explore, estimate and solve real-life problems in both the indoor and outdoor 
environment. They develop their understanding of measures, investigate the 
properties of shape and develop early ideas of position and movement through 
practical experiences. They sort, match, sequence and compare objects and events, 
explore and create simple patterns and relationships, and present their work in a 
variety of ways. 
Key Stage 2 
At Key Stage 2, learners build on the skills, knowledge and understanding they have 
already acquired during the Foundation Phase. They continue to develop positive 
attitudes towards mathematics and extend their mathematical thinking by solving 
mathematical problems, communicating and reasoning mathematically using 
contexts from across the whole range of mathematics, across the curriculum and as 
applied to real-life problems. 
They extend their use of the number system, moving from counting reliably to 
calculating fluently with all four number operations, including in the context of money, 
in order to solve numerical problems. They try to tackle a problem with a mental 
method before using any other approach and use written methods of calculation 
appropriate to their level of understanding. They develop estimation strategies and 
apply these to check calculations, both written and by calculator. They explore a 
wide variety of shapes and their properties and, in the context of measures, use a 
range of units and practical equipment with increasing accuracy. They collect, 
represent and interpret data for a variety of purposes. They select, discuss, explain 
and present their methods and reasoning using an increasing range of mathematical 
language, diagrams and charts. 
Skills across the curriculum 
In Maths, learners should be given opportunities to build on skills they have started 
tonacquire and develop during the Foundation Phase. Learners should continue to 
acquire, develop, practise, apply and refine these skills through group and individual 
tasks in a variety of contexts across the curriculum. Progress can be seen in terms of 
the refinement of these skills and by their application to tasks that move from: 
concrete to abstract; simple to complex; personal to the ‘big picture’; familiar to 
unfamiliar; and supported to independent and interdependent. 
Learners develop thinking by asking questions, exploring alternative ideas and make 
links with previous learning in order to develop strategies to solve problems. They 
gather, select, organise and use information, and identify patterns and relationships. 
They predict outcomes, make and test hypotheses, reason mathematically when 
investigating, and analyse and interpret mathematical information. They describe 
what they have learned, reflect on their work by evaluating their results in line with 
the original problem, and justify their conclusions and generalisations. 
Learners communicate by listening and responding to others. They discuss their 
work with others using appropriate mathematical language. They read and extract 
information from mathematical texts. When solving problems, they present their 
findings and reasoning orally and in writing, using symbols, diagrams, tables and 
graphs as appropriate. 
Learners also develop their ICT skills by using a variety of ICT resources to find, 
select, organise and interpret information, including real-life data, to explore 
relationships and patterns in mathematics, to make and test hypotheses and 
predictions, to create and transform shapes, and to present their findings using text, 
tables and graphs. 
In Maths, learners develop their application of number skills through using 



mathematical information, calculating, and interpreting and presenting findings. 
 
ESDGC 
Within maths there are many opportunities to explore the all 7 ESDGC themes to 
provide a rich learning context for the development and application of many 
Mathematical skills e.g. working out profits on Fair Trade products, making a tally of 
healthy snack choices, calculating food miles. 
 
Big Maths 
 

What is Big Maths? 

Big Maths is an approach to teaching number that aims to ensure that children are 
confidently numerate as they progress through school. It provides a rigorous and 
progressive structure and enables children to fully embed key skills and numeracy 
facts through fun and engaging lessons. It is based on 4 key elements which make 
up each maths lesson:  
Counting – Counting is done in many ways including counting forwards and 
backwards in ones, then moving on to multiple numbers, hundreds, thousands, then 
on to fractions and decimals. This section also includes work on place value and 
reading and ordering numbers. 
Learn Its – ‘Learn Its’ are 72 number facts which are learnt throughout the years 
from Reception. They are split across the different terms so that each class works on 
a few Learn Its at a time to ensure they are fully embedded. 36 are addition facts and 
36 are multiplication facts; these are learnt in class and are tested once a week. 
It’s Nothing New – Children use a bank of facts and methods that they already have 
to solve problems and that each step of progress is very small; children will use and 
apply their skills and methods to a range of different situations and problems. 
Calculation – This is often the main part of the maths lesson which focuses on 
teaching solid written and mental methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. The children move through progress drives which introduce small, 
focused steps of progress throughout the year. 
How does Big Maths work? 
During each maths lesson, the children will experience 20 minute CLIC sessions, 5 
minutes on each of the four sections, taught in various ways and often using 
colourful characters. Each class works on a set list of Learn Its each term and these 
are tested each week in a timed test made up of several Learn Its from the 
appropriate maths level. 
In addition to this, each class will complete a CLIC test once a week which is an 
untimed test made up of questions on several areas of maths. Each week the 
children enjoy trying to beat their own score from the previous week. Samples of the 
tests can be seen below. 
What should children be doing at home to support Big Maths? 
Children should be practising the appropriate Learn Its for their class at home to 
support what is happening in lessons. These largely consist of times tables and 
simple addition facts to encourage rapid recall when calculating. 
The same written methods used for teaching calculations in Big Maths are followed 
throughout the school to gain a consistent approach towards teaching methods. 
Below you can see examples of terminology used in Big Maths that you may hear 
your children mention. 



 
The Abacus Evolve Scheme provides a structure of:  

• Mental Oral Starter  

• Introduction to strategies to be covered.  

• Main activity (differentiated on 2/3 levels)  

• Plenary  
 
Within this scheme pupils are provided with opportunities to learn in a variety of 
situations, which encourage them to use acquired skills, knowledge and initiative and 
thinking in Mathematics and to apply those skills in exploring a variety of 
mathematical situations.  
The Mental Oral Starter encourages pupils to use a variety of mental strategies, 
which enable them to improve their recall of basic number facts and skills of 
computation and boost their confidence. They also encourage pupils to improve 
ability in the use of number facts in more flexible ways and explain their methods and 
strategies.  
 
Numicon 
Numicon is a multi-sensory and active teaching approach using real-life contexts, 
concrete objects and conversation to build a sound understanding of maths for all 
children in Reception to Year 6. Children with special educational needs and 
disabilities, as well as those working below agerelated expectations are supported by 
Numicon Breaking Barriers resources. These specially designed resources 
accelerate the progress of the children who need the most support. All Numicon 
resources are supported by NCETM (National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching 
of Mathematics) - accredited professional development. 
 
Welsh Second Language Policy Statement 
Foundation Phase (From Framework for Children’s Learning aged 3-7) 
During the Foundation Phase, children should learn to use and communicate in 
Welsh to the best of their ability. Children should listen to Welsh being spoken and 
respond appropriately in familiar situations, using a range of patterns. They should be 
encouraged to communicate their needs in Welsh and should be increasingly 
exposed to Welsh. Skills are developed through communicating in a range of 
enjoyable, practical planned activities, and using a range of stimuli that build on and 
increase children’s previous knowledge and experiences, in safe and stimulating 
indoor and outdoor learning environments. The children’s oral experiences should be 
used to develop their reading skills and they should be encouraged to choose and 
use Welsh reading materials. They should listen to a range of stimuli, including 
audio-visual material and ICT interactive software in Welsh, such as the Fflic a Fflac 
books, DVDs and CD-ROM packs, which are available to all Foundation Phase 
classes. Children should be given a range of opportunities to enjoy mark-making and 
develop their writing skills in Welsh. Language skills learned in one language should 
support the development of knowledge and skills in another. Transition from the 
Foundation Phase to Key Stage 2 is supported by the completion of a ‘bridging 
project’ that is passed on and completed by the next class teacher. 
 
Key Stage 2 (From Curriculum 2008) 
Learners become confident, coherent and engaging speakers, working as individuals 
and as members of a group. The experiences presented to them include 
opportunities to take part in drama and role-play activities. They develop as active 
and responsive listeners in a wide range of situations. Throughout the key stage, 



they experience a progressively wide range of demanding texts, for enjoyment and 
information, so that they can develop into fluent and effective readers. They become 
competent writers, writing clearly and coherently in a range of forms and for a range 
of purposes. They acquire a growing understanding of the need to adapt their 
language to suit purpose and audience. They work with increasing accuracy and 
become reflective and evaluative in relation to their own and others’ achievements. 
Transition from Key Stage 2 to Secondary school is supported through regular 
professional learning Communities within the cluster, to moderate and level work. A 
‘bridging project’ is also completed and passed on to the secondary school. 
Skills across the curriculum 
In Welsh, learners explore, plan, develop and consider ideas through speech, 
reading and writing, responding to their own work as well as that of others. They 
analyse, structure and organise their work; use language creatively; use errors and 
unexpected outcomes to develop their learning; use their knowledge of language to 
explain and predict; describe links and similarities in language; identify patterns and 
formulate rules; discuss how they learn language and evaluate their success. 
Learners communicate through oracy, reading and writing, developing these skills 
through evaluating their own work and that of others. In doing so, they learn how to 
communicate effectively for a range of purposes and with a range of audiences. They 
deal with extended and increasingly complex language in order to develop as 
independent and confident users. Their communication skills in Welsh support and 
enhance the development of skills in other languages. 
Learners also develop their ICT skills by communicating and sharing information and 
by using technology to research, develop and present their work in Welsh. 
In Welsh, learners develop their number skills through activities which include 
number rhymes, using ordinal and cardinal numbers, placing events in chronological 
order, using measures, gathering information in a variety of ways, including 
questionnaires; accessing, selecting, recording and presenting data in a variety of 
formats. 
The Welsh language is used throughout the curriculum and in all aspects of the 
school day. Teaching and learning are provided bilingually in order to foster and 
develop language skills continuously. 
The local joint Welsh Advisory service support the teaching and learning of Welsh 
through providing regular courses for practitioners. The Athrawes Bro (Welsh 
advisory teacher) makes regular visits to school to work alongside teachers across 
the primary phase, in order to raise standards in the language by setting targets for 
future development. 
ESDGC 
Within Welsh there are opportunities to explore aspects of all the themes. ESDGC 
provides a rich learning context for the development and application of many Welsh 
language skills. For example distinguishing between fact and opinion, bias and 
objectivity in what children read/view. 
 

Central South Consortium Scheme of Work for Welsh Second Language 

The Welsh in Education Officers have produced a Scheme of Work to support 
their Continuum of Welsh Language Patterns; it allows for the successful delivery of 
the Continuum’s language patterns. The scheme of work also represents a whole 
school approach to teaching Welsh. It is imperative that pupils revise and build upon 
the linguistic skills achieved in previous years. 

 

The scheme of work has been divided into year groups from Nursery to Year 6; 



 
Each year group has been divided into units; 
Each unit is subdivided into steps; 
Each step or ‘Cam’ contains the language patterns taken from the Continuum. Each 
‘Cam’ has an element of revision and extension built in; 
The extensions in each unit are aimed at providing an element of flexibility and 
challenge; 
In almost all instances a ‘Cam’ could take longer to achieve than one lesson; 
The themes, activities and resources are flexible; 
Progression from a ‘Cam’ will take place when a majority of the pupils can achieve 
the language patterns independently; 
Where bold has been used in the language patterns column, the patterns are new to 
the pupils. Revisited language is presented without using bold type; 
Any underlined word is presenting an opportunity for another word to be substituted; 
Opportunities for assessment are to be recognised on an on-going basis and 
evidence collected; 
Cross Curricular Links have been suggested; more may be added by individual 
schools if appropriate; 
The weighting for Welsh as a second language remains as 70% oracy, 15% writing 
and 15% reading. 
 
Science Policy Statement 
Foundation Phase (From Framework for Children’s Learning aged 3-7) 
Children should experience the familiar world through enquiry, investigating the 
indoor and outdoor environment in a safe and systematic way. They should be given 
experiences that help them to increase their curiosity about the world around them 
and to begin to understand past events, people and places, living things, and the 
work people do. Using all their senses, they should be encouraged to enjoy learning 
by exploration, enquiry, experimentation, asking questions and trying to find answers. 
They should learn to demonstrate care, responsibility, concern and respect for all 
living things and the environment. They should develop and communicate an 
increasing range of appropriate vocabulary. They should learn to express their own 
ideas, opinions and feelings with imagination, creativity and sensitivity. The children’s 
skills should be developed across all Areas of Learning through participation in 
experiential learning activities and through using sources such as stories, 
photographs, maps, models and ICT. 
Key Stage 2 
At Key Stage 2, learners should be given opportunities to build on the skills, 
knowledge and understanding acquired during the Foundation Phase. They should 
develop their skills through the range of Interdependence of organisms, The 
sustainable Earth and How things work. Learners should be taught to relate their 
scientific skills, knowledge and understanding to applications of science in everyday 
life, including current issues. They should be taught to recognise that scientific ideas 
can be evaluated by means of information gathered from observations and 
measurements. Teaching should encourage learners to manage their own learning 
and develop learning and thinking strategies appropriate to their maturity. They 
should be taught to value others’ views and show responsibility as local citizens. 
Activities should foster curiosity and creativity and be interesting, enjoyable, relevant 
and challenging for the learner. They should enable learners to initiate, explore and 
share ideas, and extend, refine and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding 
in new situations. They should allow time for thinking, peer discussion and reflection. 
Skills across the curriculum. 
In science, learners should be given opportunities to build on skills they have started 



to acquire and develop during the Foundation Phase. Learners should continue to 
acquire, develop, practise, apply and refine these skills through group and individual 
tasks in a variety of contexts across the curriculum. Progress can be seen in terms of 
the refinement of these skills and by their application to tasks that move from: 
concrete to abstract; simple to complex; personal to the ‘big picture’; familiar to 
unfamiliar; and supported to independent and interdependent. 
ESDGC 
Within Science there are many opportunities to explore aspects of ESDGC. Learning 
can be linked to The Natural Environment; Climate Change; Choices and Decisions; 
Health and Consumption and Waste 

 
Newport Science Scheme 
 
 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Policy Statement 
Foundation Phase (From Framework for Children’s Learning aged 3-7) 
ICT should be holistic and integral across the curriculum. Children’s ICT skills, 
knowledge and understanding should be developed through a range of experiences 
that involve them (i) finding and developing information and ideas, (ii) creating and 
presenting information and ideas. Children’s progression in ICT capability should be 
observed with an understanding of child development and the stages children move 
through. Children should be given opportunities to develop their skills using a wide 
range of equipment and software. 
Key Stage 2 (From Curriculum 2008) 
At Key Stage 2, learners should be given opportunities to build on their experiences 
during the Foundation Phase. They should be taught to consider the sort of 
information they require to support their tasks and activities and how they might 
locate that information; to use an increasing range of ICT tools and resources to find, 
process and communicate relevant information from a variety of given safe and 
suitable sources; to develop and communicate their ideas in appropriate ways with a 
developing sense of purpose and audience. 
Skills across the curriculum 
In ICT, learners plan their activities identifying appropriate software and hardware. 
They consider the needs of the audience and they create and develop their 
presentations accordingly. They use ICT to explore and solve problems in a range of 
contexts and reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of their solutions. 
Learners communicate and present information in a variety of ways, including text, 
graphs, pictures and sound, to support their activities in a range of contexts. They 
read information from a wide range of ICT and non-ICT sources and discuss their 
work with their peers, teachers and others. They use ICT to interpret and analyse 
information and communicate their findings in ways suitable for their intended 
audience and purpose. 
Learners use ICT individually and collaboratively, depending on the nature and 
context of the task in hand. 
In ICT, learners use mathematical information and data presented numerically and 
graphically in data-handling software. They use number to collect and enter data for 
interpretation in spreadsheets and simulations and present their findings as graphs and 
charts, checking accuracy before processing 
 
Switched on Computing 

The school uses and follows the Switched-On Computing scheme by Rising Stars as 
support and guidance towards the delivery of computing.  
Switched on Computing helps teachers deliver the Programme of Study for 
computing with ease and confidence. Written for the new curriculum, Switched-Onn 



Computing offers creative units that use the latest free software in that is suitable for 
children of all levels of experience to interact and use.  
Each Class Teacher has a copy of the Switched on Computing Scheme. Teachers 
have planning folders with notes on available resources and assessment tasks. It is 
advised that teachers make adaptations and amendments to the current scheme to 
make it suitable to the children within their class. The scheme will be monitored, 
updated and adapted to meet the needs of the school, the children and the changing 
curriculum. 
 
Physical Education Policy Statement 
Foundation Phase (From Framework for Children’s Learning aged 3-7) 
Children’s physical development, enthusiasm and energy for movement should 
continually be promoted through helping them to use their bodies effectively, by 
encouraging spatial awareness, balance, control and co-ordination, and developing 
motor and manipulative skills. They should develop their gross and fine motor skills, 
physical control, mobility and an awareness of space, using large and small 
equipment, across all Areas of Learning, indoors and outdoors. Children should be 
encouraged to enjoy physical activity. A developing sense of identity should be linked 
closely to their own self-image, self-esteem and confidence. They should be 
introduced to the concepts of health, hygiene and safety, and the importance of diet, 
rest, sleep and exercise. 
Key Stage 2 (From Curriculum 2008) 
Physical education encourages learners to explore and develop the physical skills 
essential to taking part in a variety of different activities. Building on these skills are 
opportunities to be creative and imaginative in gymnastic and dance activities. 
Through adventurous activities, they learn how to swim, be safe and feel confident in 
water and how to read a map or follow trails, so that it becomes safer to go further 
afield and explore the seashore and countryside. Competitive activities offer the 
chance to learn games skills and play in a team, as well as how to run faster, jump 
higher and throw further. Learners begin to understand that physical education is 
about learning how to feel healthy and stay fit while having fun, and knowing how 
these different types of activities help them to stay that way. 
Skills across the curriculum 
In physical education, learners engage in planning how to design and make progress 
in their performance, developing their ideas and strategies, and reflecting on how 
they might further improve their own and others’ performance. 
Learners communicate through the selection and use of key words related to their 
activity to help them analyse and improve their own and others' work. They ask 
questions and communicate their ideas using different forms depending on the 
audience and purpose of their activity. They listen to others' contributions, identify 
possible problems, suggest alternative approaches, and help to develop group 
activity. 
Learners also develop their ICT skills through their analysis of performance and data 
in order to improve their own and others' work, and through the creation of ideas and 
strategies to improve the impact of their work. 
In physical education, learners develop their number skills by using mathematical 
information and data. They use the language of position (including co-ordinates and 
compass points) and movement, as well as data handling and measures in athletic 
and adventurous activities. They use scale in plans and maps. They measure and 
record performances, e.g. time, distance and height, and use the data to set targets 
and improve their performance. 
ESDGC 
Within Physical Education there are opportunities to explore the themes of The 
Natural Environment; Choices and Decisions and Health. 



PE Hub 
 

Cornerstones Curriculum 

Engage 

Start with a memorable first-hand experience 

Begin observations, research and setting questions 

Fully engage with the new topic 

Develop 

Improve knowledge and understanding 

Develop and practise new skills 

Explore, make and do 

Innovate 

Apply skills and knowledge in real-life contexts 

Solve real or imagined problems through learning 

Gain inspiration from creative activities 

Express 

Become performers, experts and informers 

Link learning back to starting points 

Share and celebrate achievements 

As changes take place in Wales, our curriculum helps schools meet national 

requirements now… and in the future. 

All schools and settings must begin to adopt and embed the Four Purposes outlined 

in the government document, ‘A curriculum for Wales – a curriculum for life’. 

Cornerstones Curriculum Wales makes it easy. Download ‘Embedding the Four 

Purposes’, a coverage document that shows how our four-step philosophy and other 

products naturally cover all aspects of the Welsh curriculum’s Four Purposes. 

Cornerstones has a broad, balanced and challenging curriculum featuring 88 themed 

projects packed with 1000s of exciting teaching activities and ideas. We have online 

access to electronic versions as well as planning documents via The Hub, our online 

portal. It makes it easy for you to shape your curriculum to meet the needs of our 

school and allows for greater flexibility. We have the freedom to choose projects, 

lessons and skills that will engage children and teachers. It also helps us find the 

right balance between local needs and the national requirements of the Welsh 

curriculum. 



‘A curriculum for Wales – a curriculum for life’ highlights how important it is for rich 

experiences to be integral to a school’s curriculum. Our curriculum offers schools a 

wide range of memorable experiences. They are designed to ignite children’s 

interests and provide a starting point for developing the ‘four purposes’ and building 

deep learning.  

Our curriculum is up-to-date with the most recent changes from the Welsh 

Government. Plus, using our online coverage checker, we can see our school’s 

entire curriculum coverage.  

 The Cwricwlwm Cymreig is appropriately developed in the themes ensuring the 

culture, environment, economy and history of Wales, including the influences which 

have shaped the country today, are taught. 

 

 


